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October 4, 2020


World Communion Sunday

Silent Meditation
Sacred food, sacred sustenance, sacred connection.
We gather to contemplate sacred covenant in the meal we share.
We fill ourselves with hope together.

Prelude			“Wake Me Up”			Jani Gamble

Welcome to Worship
One: Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,
ALL: We welcome you here.

Opening Comments

Ringing of the Bell

Call to Worship
One: Jesus said, “Prepare a place for the Passover meal.”
All: We are preparing a place in our hearts together.
One: Jesus said, “I have something important to say to you.”
All: We wait patiently for this hard message.
One: Jesus said, “One of you will turn from me.”
All: We wonder if it might be us.
One: Jesus knows our hearts.
All: It could be that we each turn from God at different times in our lives.
One: The good news is that we are all forgiven in this covenant meal.
All: The good news is Grace. The ultimate forgiveness.

↑Opening Song	“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

Scripture								Matthew 26:17-30

Reflection		“World Communion Sunday”		Rev. Marijke Rossi

Children’s Time		Blessing BY the Animals			Linda Hilton

↑Closing Song	“Make Me an Instrument”	A Ragamuffin Band


Live Service

Call to Offering

Prayer of Dedication

Blessing of Animals
You are welcome to bring your pet for an individual blessing. Please put your animal’s name in the comment section.

The Prayer of St. Francis
Leader: God, make us instruments of your peace. 
All: Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
Leader: Where there is injury, pardon; 
All: Where there is doubt, faith;
Leader: Where there is despair, hope; 
All: Where there is darkness, light; 
Leader: Where there is sadness, joy. 
Leader: O Divine Presence, Grant that we may 
All: not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
Leader: To be understood as to understand; 
All: To be loved as to love. 
Leader: For it is in giving that we receive; 
All: It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
Leader: And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen


[Name of animal], may you live a long, happy, and blessed life—may there be food in your belly, a warm place to sleep and joy in your days. [touch the animal on the head as the blessing is spoken]

Prayers of the Community
(If you would like to offer a prayer of gratitude or concern for someone or some situation please comment when you join the live service. Please use first names for security. The congregation will respond to each prayerful offering with the following words:
“Together with God, we hear your prayers.”)

Pastoral Prayer

Jesus Prayer
Our Creator who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name,
Your reign come, Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Yours is the reign, the power, and glory for ever. Amen.

↑Words of Mission and Benediction
The Blessing (From St. Clare)
Leader: Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen
The Dismissal
Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Rev. Marijke Rossi, Pastor
Rev. Chelsea Page, Associate Pastor
We are a Whole Earth,
Open and Affirming Congregation
Of the United Church of Christ.

Participants in Worship:
Reader: Shesh Tipton, Video: Connie Nomann
Music: Twist of Faith, Children’s Chat: Linda Hilton


PRAYER REQUESTS
The following are offered for your prayers both this morning and as you pray this week at home:
· Prayers of strength and comfort for all those who live in fear of violence.
· Prayers of support and gratitude for our community of caregivers.
· Prayers of healing for all who are facing health issues
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