
~LIVESTREAMED TO FACEBOOK~
We are live streaming today’s worship service on Facebook, so we want you to know that your presence here today is your agreement and consent to being part of that recording.

~Please continue wearing your mask while in the Sanctuary~
~Please whisper or mouth words during responsive reading~
~Please remain seated and enjoy listening to the music~
~Offering plates will be located at the back of the Sanctuary~
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September 5, 2021

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Be Opened

Silent Meditation
“Only someone who is ready for everything, who doesn't exclude any experience, even the most incomprehensible, will live the relationship with another person as something alive and will himself sound the depths of his own being.” - Rainer Maria Rilke

Prelude		“Draw the Circle Wide”			Gordon Light

Welcome to Worship
One: Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,
ALL: We welcome you here.

Opening Comments

Ringing of the Bell

Call to Worship	(from Psalm 146, responsively):
One: Praise the Lord!
All: Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: I will praise the Lord as long as I live.
All: I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
One: Happy are those whose hope is in the Lord their God.
All: The Lord will reign forever!

↑Opening Song		“Kum ba ya (Calypso)”		Gaylen Russell

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture								Mark 7:24-37
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Reflection				“Be Opened”	Rev. Brent Gundlah


Children’s Chat						Robb Carlson

Call to Offering/Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the Community
(If you would like to offer a prayer of gratitude or concern for someone or some situation please use first names for security. The congregation will respond to each prayerful offering with the following words:
“Together with God, we hear your prayers.”)

Pastoral Prayer

Communion Song			“A Prayer”		Bill Green

Communion

Words of Mission and Benediction

Closing Song	“What’s So Funny ‘Bout Peace Love & Understanding?”
Nick Lowe


















Find out More!
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Holladay, UT 84117 801-277-2631
Rev. Brent Gundlah, Senior Pastor
Rev. Chelsea Page, Associate Pastor
Eric Richards, Director of Music Ministry
We are a Whole Earth,
Open and Affirming Congregation
Of the United Church of Christ.

Participants in Worship:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reader: Esther Manning, Slides: Dale Berreth, Video: Roger Lamoni
Music: Twist of Faith, Children’s Chat: Robb Carlson


PRAYER REQUESTS
The following are offered for your prayers this morning and in the days ahead:
· Prayers of strength and comfort for all those who live in fear of violence.
· Prayers of support and gratitude for our community of caregivers.
· Prayers of healing for all who are facing health issues
· Prayers of comfort for all those in hospice care.
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