
~LIVESTREAMED TO FACEBOOK~
We are live streaming today’s worship service on Facebook, so we want you to know that your presence here today is your agreement and consent to being part of that recording.

~Masks are required in the building~

↑(Indicates a time when you are requested to stand in body or spirit.)

[image: ]Silent Meditation
December 24, 2022
Christmas Eve

Walking by the Lord’s Light
Candlelight Service

“My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?” ― Bob Hope

Prelude	“Coventry Carol”	Pageant of the Shearmen & Tailors (1591)

Welcome to Worship

Prayer of Invocation

Lighting of the Advent Wreath (from UCC Worship Ways)
Reader One: Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 
O God, now we light the candle of your nativity!
Reader Two: With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, you come to us. This is the time of light and resplendent joy.
Reader Three: The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the shadows would see a great light. A light would shine and a child would be born to us. The evangelist Luke painted the nativity sky and repeated the heavenly song of the angels, “Glory, peace on earth and goodwill!” John declared that this great light is Christ, the Word made flesh.
Reader Four: This great light lives among us. By it we behold God’s glory—full of grace and truth. At Christ’s nativity, we now rejoice.
All: God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night to us. Thanks for touching all heaven and earth with your splendor. In every corner of the world, shine this night with your peace. In every corner of our hearts, shine this night with your grace. Amen.

Congregational Carol	“Angels We Have Heard On High”	NCH #125
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo

First Reading				Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (Debbie Wilkerson)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Congregational Carol		“The First Nowell”			NCH #139
The first nowell, the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
Born in a manger, Emmanuel

They looked above and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
Born in a manger, Emmanuel

Second Reading					Luke 1:26-33 (Shelley McCall)
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”


Special Music		“Laudamus Te”			A. Vivaldi


Third Reading					Luke 2:1-7 (Kristin Hoffman)
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.


Congregational Carol	“O, Little Town of Bethlehem”		NCH #133
Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie
Above our deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by
Yet in your dark streets shines forth the everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing, and voices ring with peace to all on earth

Fourth Reading				Luke 2:8-14 (Jeanne Leigh Goldstein)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Congregational Carol	“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”		NCH #144
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!”
Joyful, all you saints arise, join the triumph of the skies;
With the angel host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time the Savior comes, off-spring of the Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh, the God=head see; hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased on earth with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”


Reflection

Special Music		“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”		J.S. Bach

Christmas Prayer

Fifth Reading					John 1:1-5 (Pastor Brent)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Sharing the Light of Christ

Congregational Carol		”Silent Night, Holy Night”		NCH #134
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face
Bring the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus Christ at your birth, Jesus Christ at your birth


Benediction




Response				“Joy to the World”			NCH #132
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
Let earth its praises bring;
Let every heart, prepare Christ room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy

Christ rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of God’s righteousness
And wonders of God’s love,
And wonders of God’s love,
And wonders of God’s love





















































Find out More!
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[image: ]2631 East Murray-Holladay Rd
Holladay, UT 84117 801-277-2631
Rev. Brent Gundlah, Senior Pastor
Rev. Chelsea Page, Associate Pastor

We are a Creation Justice,
Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ.

Participants in Worship:
Readers: Debbie Wilkerson; Shelley McColl; Kristin Hoffman; Jeanne Leigh Goldstein, Sound: Winston Gamble, Music: HUCC Choir, Chris Gamble, Kelly Martin, Cory McCann, Eric Richards, Grace Whitehead






Upcoming Events
Sunday December 25 at 10 AM - Recorded worship available on YouTube featuring the UCC churches of the Intermountain Association.
Winter Congregational Meeting immediately after Worship on Sunday, January 29th.
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