
Reader: Rev. Brent Gundlah, Slides: Roger Lamoni
Video: Chuck Dillard, Sound: Connie Nomann, Music: Twist of Faith
Children’s Chat: Rev. Chelsea Page

February 5, 2023
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
The Crack in Everything

~LIVESTREAMED TO FACEBOOK~
We are live streaming today’s worship service on Facebook, so we want you to know that your presence here today is your agreement and consent to being part of that recording.

~Masks are optional in the building~

↑(Indicates a time when you are requested to stand in body or spirit.)

Lay Leader remains on the chancel until Reflection

GATHERING

Silent Meditation
There is a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in. - Leonard Cohen

Prelude & Entrance of Light
“Gathered Here/Bread Broken/Where are we Going?”
Phil Porter/Cynthia Winton-Henry/Brian Tate
This will be sung as a round, first we will sing each line in unison, then you can sing any line that you desire, they all fit together! Embrace the chaos!
Gathered here in the mystery of this hour
Gathered here in one strong body
Gathered here in the struggle and the strife
Spirit draw near
Bread broken chains unleashed
Wine poured out Wine poured out
Love released love released
Where do we come from? Who are we? Where are we going?
Where Do We Come From?
Mystery. Mystery. Life is a riddle and a mystery.
Where do we come from? Where are we going?

Welcome to Worship
One: Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,
ALL: We welcome you here.

Opening Comments & Invitation to Sunday School

Announcements

Ringing of the Bell
Reader: May the ringing of this bell prepare our hearts and minds as we enter into our worship.

Call to Worship and Action
One: It is said that ministers are here to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.
I say, we are all afflicted, and we are all comfortable.
May our time together this morning be a comfort and a confrontation.
May we here find peace in times of tumult;
May we here invite tumult into lives of peace.
May we here find calm in times of restlessness;
May we here allow restlessness to evolve into action.
Let this be the place you consider what you’ve never considered;
Let this be the place you imagine for yourself something new and unthinkable.
May this hour bring dreams of new ways of being in the world.
All: Come, let us worship together.
(by Sharon Wylie, Words for Worship - UUA)

Prayer for Transformation (by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways)

Moment of Silent Reflection

Words of Grace

↑Passing of the Peace

EXPLORING
Time for Meditation

Reader: “Please stand in body or spirit to sing our Centering Song”

↑Centering Song 		“O God Hear My Prayer”			Taize
O God hear my prayer, O God hear my prayer, when I call, answer me
O God hear my prayer, O God hear my prayer, come and listen to me

Prayer for Illumination (Reader)
Holy One
We gather this day to be reminded of the sacred in the ordinary.
The holy moments of waking yet again to a new day.
The feel of the earth beneath our feet
The crisp cool on our skin
The joy of being welcomed by our fellow travelers
The warmth of this place.
Help us this day to be fully present in our living
Awake to each breath.
Remind us O God, that Life is taking place in the in between
As well as in our lofty goals
Remind us O God that the detours and the details craft the path
And make it our own.
Help us to remember that we did not make this day.
But that we have the glorious pleasure to greet each moment as it unfolds
To reach out and kiss its cheek as though
It were a visitor who has come a long way just to see us.
(From “Sacred in the Ordinary” by Tamara Lebak, Words for Worship - UUA)

First Reading (from Jalal al-Din Rumi)
I said: What about my eyes?
God said: Keep them on the road.
I said: What about my passion?
God said: Keep it burning.
I said: What about my heart?
God said: Tell me what you hold inside it?
I said: Pain and sorrow.
He said: Stay with it. The wound is the place where the Light enters you.

Second Reading (“Anthem” by Leonard Cohen)
The birds they sang at the break of day,
"Start again." I heard them say
"Don't dwell on what has passed away
or what is yet to be."
Ah, the wars, they will be fought again.
The holy dove, she will be caught again.
Bought and sold, and bought again.
The dove is never free.

Ring the bells that still can ring.
Forget your perfect offering.
There is a crack, a crack in everything

That's how the light gets in.

We asked for signs, the signs were sent.
The birth betrayed, the marriage spent.
And the widowhood of every government,
signs for all to see.
I can't run no more with that lawless crowd,
while the killers in high places say their prayers out loud.
But they've summoned, they've summoned up a thundercloud.
They're gonna hear from me.

Ring the bells that still can ring.
Forget your perfect offering.
There is a crack, a crack in everything.

That's how the light gets in.

You can add up the parts, but you won't have the sum.
You can strike up the march; there is no drum.
Every heart, every heart to love will come,
but like a refugee.

Ring the bells that still can ring.
Forget your perfect offering.
There is a crack, a crack in everything.

Reflection			“The Crack in Everything”

RESPONDING

Call to Offering (by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay, UCC Worship Ways)

Offering Song		“Blue Boat Home”			Peter Mayer

You are invited to rise in body or spirit to sing the doxology, while our children tune into the livestream or return to the Sanctuary from their blended Sunday School gathering.

Children enter from narthex, walk down the center aisle during the doxology, and sit on the chancel steps.

↑Doxology (adapted by Bill Green and Twist of Faith) & Joyful Return
Thank you God for making me
When I am lost you comfort me
When I am bound you set me free
We sing your praise in unity, Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Children’s Chat & Blessing				Rev. Chelsea Page

Many: Blessed are our families. Like patchwork quilts, we are sewn together piece-by-piece, stitch-by-stitch. Our stories are connected, stitched together by time and the home we share. Families remind us we are part of a greater whole and we all have a story to tell. Blessed are the families, for within them we can tell our stories. Amen.

(Adapted from Rev. Sarah Griffith Lund, from Blessed Youth: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness with Children and Teens)

Prayers of the Community
(If you would like to offer a prayer of gratitude or concern for someone or some situation please use first names for security. The congregation will respond to each prayerful offering with the following words:
“Together with God, we hear your prayers.”)

Pastoral Prayer

Invitation to the Table

Communion Song		“Crowded Table”			Highwomen

Communion

Jesus Prayer
Our Creator who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name,
Your reign come, Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Yours is the reign, the power, and glory for ever. Amen.

SENDING

Words of Mission and Benediction

Closing Song			“Three Little Birds”			Bob Marley
Don't worry, about a thing
'Cause every little thing, gonna be alright
Singin', don't worry, about a thing
'Cause every little thing, gonna be alright
Rise up this mornin'
Smile with the risin' sun
Three little birds
Perched by my doorstep
Singin' sweet songs
Of melodies pure and true
Sayin', "This is my message to you, whoo-hoo"

Participants in Worship:
Reader: Rev. Brent Gundlah, Slides: Roger Lamoni,
Video: Chuck Dillard, Sound: Connie Nomann, Music: Twist of Faith
Children’s Chat: Rev. Chelsea Page

During Sunday School Season include:
Welcome parents! We are glad you and your family are here. Please begin worship seated together as a family. Sunday School will begin after the prelude. A volunteer will meet the children at the south end of the sanctuary and walk them to their teacher in the conference room. The children will return after the sermon time. Class is for ages 4-11. Thank you!

