
~LIVESTREAMED TO FACEBOOK~
We are live streaming today’s worship service on Facebook, so we want you to know that your presence here today is your agreement and consent to being part of that recording.

~Masks are optional in the building~

↑(Indicates a time when you are requested to stand in body or spirit.)

[image: ]Silent Meditation
April 23, 2023
Third Sunday of Easter
Creation Justice Sunday

”I wanna name every newborn child
A miracle only ever grows wild
Invisible instigator
Random name generator” - Jeff Tweedy

Prelude & Entrance of Light	“Rewild My Soul”	Heather Richardson

Welcome to Worship
One: Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey,
ALL: We welcome you here.

Opening Comments & Invitation to Sunday School
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell

Call to Worship
One: Do you hear it? Can you feel it?

All: Do we hear what? Can we feel what?
One: Rustling through tree branches;
tickling the hairs on bare arms and exposed necks.
All: What is it?
One: The Spirit breathes into our hearts and invites us to listen and to come.
All: Okay, but to what is the Spirit inviting us?
One: You came, this morning, for what?
All: To find a spacious, holy place of equality and connection. 
One: To this desire deep in your hearts, God is listening,
affirming the covenant with creation, and gathering us together.
All: Yes! That’s what we want: time with God and creation—together.

Prayer for Transformation
We Are One with the Creatures (Sato), by William L. Wallace

Moment of Silent Reflection

Words of Grace

↑Passing of the Peace

↑Centering Song		“For the Beauty of the Earth”		NCH #28

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading (Genesis 1:26-28, CEB)
Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.”
God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created them, male and female God created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and master it. Take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling on the ground.”


Gospel Reading (Mark 4:30-32, NRSVUE)
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

Reflection		“Servants of Creation”		Christopher Thomas

Call to Offering

Offering Song		“I Believe In Springtime”		John Rutter

↑Doxology & Joyful Return
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Children’s Chat		Rev. Chelsea Page and Rev. Logan Bennett

Prayers of the Community
(If you would like to offer a prayer of gratitude or concern for someone or some situation please use first names for security. The congregation will respond to each prayerful offering with the following words:
“Together with God, we hear your prayers.”)

Pastoral Prayer (Migration Blessing - Adapted from Pope Francis)

Jesus Prayer (adapted from the Anglican Church of Australia)

Words of Mission and Benediction

Closing Song		“Every Time I Feel The Spirit”	American Spiritual

Find out More!
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[image: ]2631 East Murray-Holladay Rd
Holladay, UT 84117 801-277-2631
Rev. Brent Gundlah, Senior Pastor
Rev. Chelsea Page, Associate Pastor

We are a Creation Justice, and an
Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ.

Participants in Worship:
Reader: Roger Lamoni, Slides: Martha Bale, Video: Jim Bale
Sound: Bill Green, Music: Pam Erickson, Jani Gamble, Cory McCann,
Kelly Martin, Grace Whitehead, Children’s Chat: Rev. Chelsea Page and Rev. Logan Bennett

Welcome visitors! We are glad you are here. Please join us immediately after the service (downstairs in Mac Hall) for coffee and treats.
Parents, Sunday School for ages 4 to 11 will begin after the prelude and children will return after the sermon. We also have free childcare for ages 0-3 in our nursery, next to the gender neutral bathroom.


Upcoming Events
Monday Meditation Group meets online Monday, May 1st at 7 pm.
Prayer Shawl meets Wednesday, May 3rd at 4:00 pm.
HUCC Choir rehearses Wednesdays, May 3rd and 10th at 7 pm.
Progressive Christianity Discussion Group meets on Monday, May 8th at 7 pm in the Chapel and online.
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